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I.  The Doctrine of Foreknowledge  

 A.  His foreknowledge goes with His omniscience  

  1.  The unbiblical view is to view foreknowledge as the same a foresight 

  2.  There are fallacies in equating foreknowledge with foresight 

   -  This would mean that salvation would begin with man 

   -  God would be obligated to man 

   -  God’s divine initiative would be eliminated  

   -  God’s divine, saving grace would be eliminated 

 B.  Foreknowledge is a Reference to His foreordination 

  1.  Foreknowledge carries the idea of intimacy 

  2.  Foreknowledge is God’s initiation of salvation (Jeremiah 1:5) 

  3.  Foreknowledge is a beacon of God’s grace 

  4.  Foreknowledge is a characteristic of God’s sovereignty (Acts 2:21; 1 Peter 1:2) 

 

II.  The Doctrine of Predestination  

 A.  Predestination looks at the end purpose of foreknowledge  

  1.  This doctrine teaches that ultimately our final destination is in the hands of God (Eph 1:4-5) 

  2.  The doctrine of predestination is a biblical doctrine (Isaiah 46:10; John 15:16) 

   -  It is a difficult doctrine 

   -  It is even a controversial doctrine for some 

   -  Being that it is biblical it must be dealt with and taught 

 B.  The difficulties of the doctrine of predestination  

  1.  It takes away the idea of decisional regeneration  

  2.  It violates the free will of man 

  3.  It is not fair and makes God seem unjust 

 C.   The facts surrounding the doctrine of predestination 

  1.  Our salvation begins with God’s decision concerning us 

  2.  His sovereignty does not rest on Man’s response (Acts 13:48) 

  3.  We choose God because He first chooses us (John 15:16) 

  4.  Predestination does not violate the mercy of God (Romans 9:15) 

   -  God determines His mercy 

   -  God is not obligated to have mercy on any person 

  5.  Predestination does not make God unjust  

   -  God’s justice is perfect 

   -  God’s justice toward the unregenerate is due to their sin 

   -  God’s justice was poured out on His Son to account for our sin  
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