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I.  General Observations Concerning the Texts 

 A.  One of the most misused scripture passages 

  1.  Misused by unbelievers to justify their sin 

  2.  Misused by many church people to cover unconfessed sin 

 B.  One of the most violated scriptures by the religious culture 

  1.  Violated because we fail to judge sin as sin 

  2.  Violated because we spend too much time judging the world (I Cor 5:12) 

 

II.  What Jesus Does Not Mean in His Teaching About Judgment 

 A.  He does not mean that we are to not make any judgments 

  1.  He never tells us as His followers never to judge 

  2.  He does not teach against judging, but rather to judge properly 

 B.  He does not mean we are to turn a blind eye to unrighteousness 

  1.  The Bible does not encourage us to have the spirit of a Pharisee 

  2.  The Bible does not teach that we are to judge by our standards 

 

III.  What does Jesus/The Bible teach about judging 

 A.  Governments have a right to judge (Romans 13:4) 

 B.  The church has a God-given responsibility to make judgment (Matthew 18:17) 

 C.  Christians have a God-given responsibility to make judgements  

  1.  About biblical truth (II John 10) 

  2.  About moral issues (I Cor 5:1-5) 

 D.  We are not to have a critical spirit  

  1.  A critical spirit feels superior (Luke 18:9-14) 

  2.  A critical spirit often hopes for the worst in others (I Cor. 13:7) 

  3.  A critical spirit often expresses opinions without facts (Luke 11:15) 

  4.  A critical spirit will often question motives 

  5.  A critical spirit wants to pass a seeming final judgment (Luke 9:54) 

 

IV.  Three Takeaways on Avoiding a Judgmental/Critical Spirit 

 1.  Rest in an understanding that God’s grace in loving you (v. 2) 

 2.  Recognize we all have potential of being “Chief among sinners” (v. 3-5) 

 3.  Realize that those that practice open/willful sin will often hate/resent you as a 

believer  
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 A.  One of the most ________________________ scripture passages 

  1.  Misused by _________________________________ to justify their sin 
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 2.  Recognize we all have _________________ of being “Chief among sinners” (v. 3-5) 
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